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dent, that technically we need to sort the ques-
tion out. We need to sort out what relates to
peaceful and to military purposes. And this has
been entrusted to the Gore-Chernomyrdin com-
mission. Once we get to signatures—once we
get a document signed by two, we the Presi-
dents will make the final decision.

President Clinton. This may be a fitting ques-
tion to close this press conference.

I think it is important that the people of the
United States and the people of Russia under-
stand that from time to time, as with any sort
of relationship, there will be differences of opin-
ion. Occasionally, there will even be occasions
where our interests are different. What we have
been working on for over 2 years now are areas
where our interests are not different, working
through areas where our opinions might be.

Now, in the case of this Iranian matter, just
to take one example, if the United States is
right and Iran is attempting to develop the ca-
pacity to build nuclear weapons, that would be
more of an immediate security threat to Russia
than to the United States, because you are clos-
er to the country.

So we don’t really have different interests
here. Both our countries are committed to the
fight against terrorism. Both our countries are
committed to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and its indefinite extension. Both our
countries are dismantling our own nuclear arse-
nals at a more rapid rate than our treaties re-
quire.

Now, in playing this relationship out, there
will come times when there will be differences.

If we ultimately differ on something, I think
that we all know there may be consequences
to having different positions and different ac-
tions. But I think we should be quite careful
in using the language of threats in a relationship
that in the last 2 years has made the world
a much safer place. We have seen Russia’s de-
mocracy strengthened. We have seen Russia’s
transition toward a private economy go more
rapidly than all experts predicted. We have seen
discipline asserted in this economy to a greater
degree than most experts predicted. And we
have seen more progress on thorny difficulties,
complex matters, than most experts predicted.

As a result, the people of the United States,
the people of Russia, and the people of the
world are safer today than they were 2 years
ago and than they were before this last meeting
between us occurred. That is the fundamental
story. We will have differences. They will have
consequences. But we should stay away from
big words like “threats” when we’re managing
matters which can be managed in a relationship
that is quite good for the world and that has
made us all safer.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 95th news conference
began at 2:40 p.m. in the Press Conference Hall
in the Kremlin. In his remarks, he referred to
Frederick Cuny, an American relief worker in
Chechnya who disappeared in April. President
Yeltsin spoke in Russian, and his remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Russia-United States Joint Statement on Missile Systems

May 10, 1995

The President of the United States of America
and the President of the Russian Federation,
taking into account the threat posed by world-
wide proliferation of missiles and missile tech-
nology and the necessity of counteracting this
threat, agreed on the following basic principles
to serve as a basis for further discussions in
order to reach agreement in the field of demar-
cation between ABM systems and theater missile
defense systems.

The United States and Russia are each com-
mitted to the ABM Treaty, a cornerstone of
strategic stability.

Both sides must have the option to establish
and to deploy effective theater missile defense
systems. Such activity must not lead to violation
or circumvention of the ABM Treaty.

Theater missile defense systems may be de-
ployed by each side which (1) will not pose
a realistic threat to the strategic nuclear force
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of the other side and (2) will not be tested
to give such systems that capability.

Theater missile defense systems will not be
deployed by the sides for use against each other.

The scale of deployment—in number and ge-
ographic scope—of theater missile defense sys-
tems by either side will be consistent with the-
ater ballistic missile programs confronting that
side.

Joint Statement on European Security

May 10, 1995

Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin conducted a
thorough review of progress toward their shared
goal of a stable, secure, integrated and undi-
vided democratic Europe. They agreed that the
end of military confrontation, ideological con-
flict, and division of the Euro-Atlantic region
into opposing blocs has created an historic op-
portunity for all of its peoples. They emphasized
their determination to cooperate closely to en-
sure that in the future, all peoples of the Euro-
Atlantic region shall enjoy the benefits of a sta-
ble, just and peaceful order.

The Presidents note that the task of strength-
ening Euro-Atlantic security now requires deal-
ing with challenges very different from those
of the Cold War era. Aggressive nationalism,
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, un-
resolved territorial disputes, and violations in the
area of human rights present serious threats to
stability, peace and prosperity. The Presidents
agree that the effort to deal with these chal-
lenges must be based on respect for the prin-
ciples and commitments of the OSCE, particu-
larly concerning democracy, political pluralism,
respect for human rights and civil liberties, free
market economies and strict respect for sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, and self-determina-
tion.

The Presidents reviewed prospects for Euro-
Atlantic structures in response to the opportuni-
ties and challenges posed by the new era. They
agreed that the central element of a lasting
peace must be the integration of all of Europe
into a series of mutually supporting institutions
and relationships which ensure that there will
be no return to division or confrontation. The
evolution of European structures should be di-
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In the spirit of partnership, the Presidents
undertook to promote reciprocal openness in ac-
tivities of the sides in theater missile defense
systems and in the exchange of corresponding
information.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

rected toward the overall goal of integration.
President Clinton stressed that the process
should be transparent, inclusive and based on
an integral relationship between the security of
Europe and that of North America.

The Presidents note the historic task of work-
ing closely together toward fuller participation
of democratic Russia and the United States of
America in the range of worldwide political, eco-
nomic, and security institutions of the 21st Cen-
tury. It was in this spirit that the two Presidents
reviewed steps in the evolution of the Euro-
Atlantic security system through the further de-
velopment of relevant organizations and bilateral
and regional cooperation. This includes the deci-
sion of Russia to proceed with its individual
Partnership Program for the Partnership for
Peace and with the document on a broad, en-
hanced Russia-NATO dialogue and cooperation.

President Clinton supported Russia’s efforts
to develop further its partnership and coopera-
tion with the EU. He stressed U.S. support for
Russia’s participation in the WTO, GATT and
other institutions important to European and
global economic and security architecture, as ap-
propriate.

The Presidents agree that the OSCE’s com-
mitments in the areas of human rights, econom-
ics, and security provide a foundation for their
effort to build a stable and integrated Europe.
In this regard, special attention should be de-
voted to strengthening the peacekeeping capa-
bilities of the OSCE and to its potential in the
sphere of preventive diplomacy and the peaceful
settlement of disputes.

The Presidents recalled the decision of the
December 1994 OSCE Summit in Budapest to
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